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     We have a lot to celebrate!  First, it’s 
the beginning of the wonderful Fall holi-
day season in New Mexico. The smell of 
roasting green chili is in the air, and the 

skies are full of gaily–colored hot air balloons. Our 
Fair Heights Fest provides a safe, sane and fun substi-
tute for small children to enjoy Halloween. Please 
bring your children so they can make holiday crafts, 
get their faces painted and receive a trick-or-treat bag 
of goodies. Everyone can enjoy some apple cider or 
coffee, home made carrot cake or pumpkin pie with 
whipped cream while chatting with your neighbors. 
     You can win door prizes donated by Rehms 
Nursery, Eyecatcher Framing and  Christy Mae’s 
Restaurant.  
     And the Fair Heights Neighborhood Association is 
celebrating its 15th birthday. Did you realize that the 
FHNA has brought nearly $1 million dollars worth of 
infrastructure improvements to your neighborhood 

just by getting the San Mateo Noise Wall, San 
Juan/Chama improvements, and storm water inlets to 
lesson flooding on Summer and El Encanto? It’s 
quite an achievement because everything has been 
done with the work of volunteers. We can really be 
proud of our fine neighborhood and all the wonderful 
people who have volunteered their time and talents 
over the years.  
      Come and take a walk down memory lane with 
your neighbors.  
       I’ll see you there! 

   Carpenters Union Hall, 1021 Cardenas NE 
                 FHNA  Membership Meeting,   

 Saturday, October 25, 1-2:30PM  
 
    Come to our annual Fair Height Fest and 
relax with a cup of coffee or cider, home 

made carrot cake or pumpkin pie while the cos-
tumed kids make holiday crafts, get their faces 
painted and receive a trick-or-treat bag of goodies.  
    Also, help us celebrate FHNA’s 15th birthday! 
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Fighting to Save Our Streets: 
Why Was Alvarado Targeted Again? 
-- by Ike Eastvold, FHNA President 
 
     When you look at a map with the eyes of an engi-
neer, it's easy to see why Alvarado is so attractive to 
pipeline and other large construction projects: it's a 
straight shot from Indian School almost all the way 
south to Gibson; and it's a fairly quiet residential 
street where projects don't have to disrupt the large 
amounts of traffic they would on San Pedro or San 
Mateo, for example. 
     In early July, large white letters, “NFS,” were 
spray painted on the street along Alvarado.  We were 
pretty sure this signaled yet another impending con-
struction project less than eight months after comple-
tion of the San Juan/Chama pipeline. Residents were 
still recovering from the mud, dust, 
and noise they had endured as Alva-
rado was torn up and put back together 
again for that huge pipeline.  
     And a lot of hard-won gains were 
at stake. We had developed a good 
working relationship with the San 
Juan/Chama engineers, contractors, 
and their project sponsor, the Albu-
querque/Bernalillo County Water Util-
ity Authority (ABCWUA). For over a 
year, we worked with them to leave 
Alvarado looking really good: full 
width repaving of the street, new con-
crete work bringing driveways, corners, and side-
walks up to Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) 
standards, drainage functioning properly, new water 
line connections, house numbers repainted, all spray 
painted “location markers” cleaned up, etc. 
     Then, in mid-July, we flagged down a utility truck 
with “IES” on its door and found out what was com-
ing.  This was Integrated Electrical Systems out of 
Denver, and the lead contractor was Neils Fugal Sons 
(NFS!) out of Flagstaff.  They were working for 
Qwest to install a fiber optic line along the east side 
of Alvarado up to Lomas. 
     Qwest had made no advance notification to resi-
dents or the to the neighborhood association. Other-
wise, the FHNA could have done as we did with the 
San Juan/Chama: distributed information to residents, 
held meetings, conferred with engineers and contrac-
tors, etc.  

     With construction upon us, we did the best we 
could to appraise Qwest and their contractors of our 
recent efforts on Alvarado, and the need to leave it in 
as good or better condition than they found it. We 
closely monitored their work. 
     A powerful boring machine was used to tunnel 
under the sidewalk and intersecting streets. Then the 
cable casing was pulled back through the tunnel us-
ing copious amounts of bentonite mud for a lubri-
cant.  And finally, the fiber optics were pulled 
through the casing and connected. 
     As the tunneling began, we quickly found out that 
Qwest's contractors did not have good information on 
where residents' sewer lines came out to the street. 
We also found out that their strong concern was “to 
make a profit,” even if that meant denying responsi-
bility for damages they caused to residents' property.  

     Just as one major example, a 
family's sewer line was hit di-
rectly and severed by the boring 
machine. The contractor, IES, 
twice denied responsibility, 
even when a plumbing contrac-
tor hired by the family con-
firmed the damage. The 
plumber finally had to hire la-
borers to dig under the sidewalk 
and expose where the sewer line 
was severed. Qwest eventually 
paid for the damages. 
     When the project was mostly 
completed, Qwest and their 

contractors refused to clean up all the spray painted 
“location markers” they had left on the sidewalks and 
streets. They wouldn't budge. “That's not our respon-
sibility,” the Qwest construction supervisor told their 
lead contractor.      
     The FHNA turned to the Mayor's office for help. 
City Graffiti Services was dispatched to clean up 
Qwest's “corporate graffiti” at City taxpayers' ex-
pense. It took a half-day to clean up the mess. 
     Six weeks of intensive, often stressful effort by 
the FHNA to mitigate the impacts of Qwest's fiber 
optic project has left Alvarado still looking reasona-
bly good. It shouldn't have been so hard just to hold 
on to what we had won from all our work on the San 
Juan/Chama project. But our streets are an important 
part of our quality of life, both for residents and for 
businesses. 
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Sign Up for FHNA E-Mail Alerts 
By Colleen Shaffrey, FHNA Webmaster 

 
 If you’d like to receive occa-
sional e-mail alerts containing news 
related to living in Fair Heights, visit 
our website at www.fairheights.org to 

submit your e-mail address.  You can also just send 
your e-mail address to fhna90@aol.com or hand it in 
at the next membership meeting.     
This is an easy way to stay in contact with your com-
munity.  E-mail topics might include crime alerts, 
public works construction coming to your neighbor-
hood, and they would supplement the quarterly news-
letter you receive on your doorstep.  
 E-mail addresses are strictly confidential and 
will not be shared or sold, and you may remove your 
address from the list at any time.  Association bylaws 
prevent the sharing of any information about any 
member without explicit permission from the member, 
so your e-mail address is safe with us. 
 Please note that you must be a member of the 
neighborhood association to receive e-mail alerts (a 
membership is $5/year). 
 Sign up today! 
 
Susan’s Biz Buzz: Rio Grande Credit Union 
By Susan DeRosa, FHNA Fundraising 

 
 Did you realize that being a mem-

ber of the FHNA qualifies you to join 
the Rio Grande Credit Union right in 
your neighborhood? Our branch is lo-
cated conveniently  at Mountain and 

San Pedro, and offers excellent rates on 
auto, home equity, and personal loans, as 

well as CDs, checking and savings. 
 It was originally chartered in 1954 as the Albu-
querque City Employees’ Credit Union, and was 
tucked away in the basement of City Hall! 
 Since that small beginning, membership has 
grown to 15,471, assets are over $102 million, and 
loans are over $69 million. Earned income for 2007 
was almost $2 million.  
 President and CEO, Chris Fitzgerald, and his 
friendly staff would be happy to talk with you and an-
swer your questions. 
 Visit their web site at www.riograndecu.org 
and see their attractive interest rates. 

Flooding in Fair Heights  
By Ike Eastvold, FHNA 
President 
 
    Construction is com-
plete on three new storm 
water inlets on the east 
side of San Pedro at Sum-
mer.  These inlets will in-
tercept the storm drainage flowing from the State-
named streets east of San Pedro into Summer all the 
way east to Louisiana. That's a huge watershed! 
     It was during the San Juan/Chama Drinking Water 
Pipeline Project that I first really looked at how storm 
drainage originates in Fair Heights. Of course, our 
own streets-Cagua, Cardenas, Valencia, Alvarado-all 
drain north into Summer, the low point in our 
neighborhood.  But all the hard surfaces in Fair Plaza-
-roofs and parking lots-also drain onto Marble, and 
those flows mostly find their way north down to Sum-
mer. 
     But the big surprise was to stand at San Pedro dur-
ing a downpour and watch traffic nearly hydroplane 
when cars hit all the water coming into our neighbor-
hood from the eastern watershed of Summer. A SUV 
parked on Summer at the first home in Fair Heights 
was actually moved by all that water! It was an unex-
pected discovery. 
     I toured Dan Hogan and Charles Thompson from 
City Storm Drainage and showed them the prob-
lem.  That was in the summer of 2007 when, as you 
may remember, paving contractors for the San Juan/
Chama had created “Lake Alvarado,” and raised all 
these FHNA drainage issues. 
     Dan got the project rolling.  It was taken over by 
Roland Penttila when Dan retired.  The City's on-call 
contractor, TLC, did the actual construction at a cost 
of around $50,000. 
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     Open Mon-Sat 
   Breakfast 7-10:30 am 
         Lunch 11-4 
          Dinner 4-8 
 

         1400 
         San Pedro NE 
 
           Please call 

         255-4740 
          for takeout 
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5401 Lomas NE 
Just east of San Mateo 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
printstop@qwest.net 
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 
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FHNA Board of Directors 
President:  Ike Eastvold 255-7679 
Vice-President:  vacant 
Secretary:  Joan Davis 
Treasurer:  George Chavez 
Civic Betterment:  Margaret Young 
Public Education:  Vacant 
Fundraising:  Susan De Rosa 
Zoning & Planning: Vacant 
Social Committee: Carole Kalich 
Newsletter Designer   Sharon Eastvold  
Web Master                Colleen  Shaffrey:  
    www.fairheights.org 
 
Street Captains 
Wendy & Tim Ashby are the Coordinators for signs and news-
letter distribution. 
 Sylvia MacGregor……..………San Pedro 
 Tom Schellenbach……………..Cagua 
 Anne Mae Gold………………..Cardenas 
 Jerry Camuglia…………………Valencia 
 Linda Marchiando……………...El Encanto &  
     Constitution 
 Celinda & Russ Hall……………Mountain 
 John Rhodes…………………….Marble 
 Elvie Lopez & Patrick Scott……Alvarado 
 Katie Harms……...……………..Alice 
 Kenneth Miller…………………Rosemont, Summer  
     & Madeira 
 George Chavez……………..……Lomas  
 Toppin Hodge…………………..Marble Offices 
 Caroline Monie…………………Granite 
 
 
FHNA, 1208 San Pedro NE #103, Albuquerque, NM 87110 
To volunteer, please call 255-7679 

  �+������,-������,-���-����������+�����.�#����-�/��� �#  
Name: __________________________________________Address: _________________________________________________ 
City/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone: ______________________ Work/Alternate Phone: ________________________E-mail: _____________________ 
 
�� Resident –Resident Memberships per voting member is $5.00.  �  Business—Business Membership per business is $15.00. 
Please make check payable to “Fair Heights Neighborhood Association” or “FHNA.” Enclose with this form and mail to the address below. Thank you! 

   � �+������,-������,-���-����
"�0�1�
Your comments and concerns will be the basis for the direction this Association takes over the months to come. 
1. What are your main neighborhood concerns? _______________________________________________________ 
2. A Street Captain is responsible for distributing information in a timely manner to one street (2-3 blocks). Would 

you be willing to be a Street Captain for your street? �  Yes         � No 
3. Please check the Committees which you would be willing to help: 
 �  Social    �  Zoning & Planning    �  Public Education �  Civic Betterment �  Fundraising 
4.   What are some topics for general membership meetings that would be of interest to you? _____________________ 

.+�!���2��������������2�.�#����-�/��3����
+�������� ���43�$���!�"5"��5"����.��633��

Children and Bikes 
 By Sharon Eastvold 
 I love to see families out riding to-
gether, particularly when they are all wear-
ing their helmets. With all of Albuquer-
que’s bike trails, you can save gas, exercise 
as a family and get a number of errands 

accomplished. What a great family activity! 
 My  concern is how many children I see around 
our neighborhood on bikes without helmets. Here are 
some useful points from a Farmer’s Insurance Group 
publication, “Bicycle Safety.” 
1. Serious bicycle crashes often occur on quiet 

neighborhood streets. 
2. Children under age nine should not ride their bikes 

unsupervised in the street. They are not able to 
identify and adjust to the many dangerous traffic 
situations. 

3. Light colors or reflective  clothing help riders to be 
more visible.  

4. Children and Parents should  wear their helmets. 
5. Cycle defensively, look to see car driver’s eyes. 
6. A horn or bell alerts pedestrians and other riders of 

your approach. It’s also fun to ring. 
7. Rear view mirrors are very helpful and lets the rider 

see what’s coming from behind. 
8. Don’t carry passengers or items that interfere with 

control of the bike. A rear rack or carrier aids safety 
by providing a way to carry packages.  

9. Check with a bike shop to make sure the bike is the 
right size for your child and for you. The better the 
fit, the safer the ride.  Have fun, safely! 
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