
      Fair Heights is a relatively low-
crime neighborhood, but we can do 
better if we learn more about how to 
detect and report crime. Our 
program speakers from APD SE 

Command and the Nuisance Abatement Unit have a 
lot of valuable information to answer your questions. 
This is a subject of great importance to businesses, 
office users, and residents alike. DonÕt miss it, and 
bring your friends.
     Our FHNA effort to use the Carpenters Union 
Hall for a new Bernalillo County community center 
came to an end when the Carpenters changed course 
and decided not to sell their property. Also, it was 
becoming clear that County staff and our County 
Commissioner felt there would not be funds for 
acquisition in their 2010 CIP Bond package up for a 
vote November 2nd. With input from many sources, 

we had developed a truly innovative concept for the 
community center which may find use in the future.
     Now we are embarked on another positive 
initiative to upgrade street scape design on San 
Pedro, and redesign our most dangerous, unattractive 
intersections, San Mateo at Lomas and San Pedro at 
Constitution. I strongly invite your participation in 
the work of our Planning and Zoning Committee as 
we move forward with this project (cf. p. 5).
     See you at the meeting October 23rd!!
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FHNA General Meeting,
Saturday, October 23rd, 

1-2:30 PM
Carpenters Union Hall, 1021 Cardenas NE

“How to Detect and Report Crime,”
with Sandy Pino of APD Crime Prevention, Sgt. Jon Griego of 
APD SE Command, and Detective Ken Treece of APD City 
Nuisance Abatement Unit
     Nancy Musinski from Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Water 
Utility Authority will answer questions about upcoming water 
main replacements scheduled on Valencia, Cardenas, & 
Cagua;and Misty Salaz from UNM Hospitals will inform you 
about their different services and functions. 

http://www.fairheights.org
http://www.fairheights.org


Criminal Nuisance Abatement Unit – 
Another Resource for Fighting Crime 
in Your Neighborhood - 
by APD Sgt. Thomas Saddler,
City Criminal Nuisance Abatement Unit

    The Criminal Nuisance Abatement Unit (CNAU) 
was originated from the Code Team years ago 
targeting properties that were a source of criminal 
activity and a nuisance to the neighborhood. The 
CNAU investigates complaints of properties 
continuously involved in criminal activity, using 
that property as a ÒbaseÓ for their activities. 
Nuisance properties not only have the potential of 
bringing down property values in a neighborhood, 
but definitely bring down the Òquality of lifeÓ of a 
given neighborhood.  In addition, these properties 
create a drain on limited police resources that have 
to respond repeatedly to these problem properties. 
     The CNAU targets these nuisance properties and 
works with the property owners to get rid of the 
nuisance through voluntary compliance when 
possible or through filing civil and/or criminal 
actions when necessary. 
     CNAU is made up of nine sworn detectives and 
four civilian inspectors that work in environments 
of perceived criminal activity.  They are tasked with 
enforcing the City of Albuquerque's health, safety, 
and welfare ordinances.  The unit also ensures 
compliance with building codes, regulations, and 
ordinances.  CNAU investigates properties whereby 
the Quality of Life is adversely affected.   
     In order for the CNAU to open a case on a 
property, an officer or citizen must submit a request 
for the unit to look at a specific property.  This can 
be through email, 311, calls from city councilors, 
mayors office, police reports, etc.  Second, there 
must be documented criminal activity at the target 
property such as previous police reports or calls for 
service.  The CNAU will not take action on reports 
of  violations such as dirty houses, derelict vehicles, 
Òstrange smellÓ complaints, animal-related 
complaints, disputing neighbors, abandoned houses, 
or any other non-criminal activities where that is 
the sole issue.
    If you think CNAU can help you or you have 
further questions regarding the unit, please  contact 
Sgt. Tom Saddler at 768-2281.
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Good Eyes Make for Great 
Crime Prevention
by Captain Murray Conrad 
APD SE Area Commander

     Nobody knows your neighborhood better 
than you.  You know who should be there and 
who shouldnÕt.   We have been very successful 
in using information from the neighborhood 
associations to address crime problems.  Here 
are a few of the things you should look for:

¥ People coming and going from a 
property at all hours of the day and 
night.

¥Bad smells coming from a property. 

¥Properties in disarray 

¥Criminal activity of any kind

¥Anything that looks suspicious or out 
of the ordinary 

     Rental properties are not always 
reason for concern, however, they are a source 
of new people, cars and possible problems to 
the neighborhood.  Please remember we offer 
home security inspections by our Crime 
Prevention Specialist.  Sandy Martinez-Pino 
can offer information about lighting, security 
features and landscaping to make your home 
more secure.  You can contact Sandy at 
SPINO@CABQ.GOV.

     DonÕt hesitate to contact APD if you see a 
problem.  We canÕt fix a problem if we donÕt 
know about it.  242-COPS (2677) or 911.

We Have Moved

mailto:SPINO@CABQ.GOV
mailto:SPINO@CABQ.GOV
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Fair Heights Zoning Mix is a Real 
Challenge
by Ike Eastvold, FHNA President

     Many neighborhood associations are 
completely residential in zoning. Take 
a look at our zoning: we have different 
types of commercial zoning, office 
zoning, and even different types of 
residential zoning, all with their unique 
peculiarities.
     On the one hand, our neighborhood 
has an excellent potential to offer easy 
access to services and shopping. We 
can lessen our Òcarbon footprintÓ by 
using our cars less and walking or 
riding our bicycles more. The FHNA 
policy is to support our business 
neighbors, clean up adjacent alleys, 
write regular articles featuring 
businesses in our newsletters, and 
initiate planning to upgrade street 
scapes and intersections (cf. p. 5).
     On the other hand, we have in the 
past experienced severe impacts from a 
few of our business neighbors: loud 
music, hundreds of cars parking in 
our residential areas, and other 
impacts from AndreÕs Friday Night 
Happy Hour in what is now the Courtyard triggered 
the movement to form the Fair Heights Neighborhood 
Association in 1993; raves at the old BailloÕs building 
on Lomas (now LesmanÕs) bombarded us with loud 
noise late into the night; parking and off loading stock 
from Cross Country Auto created highly dangerous 
traffic conditions on Alvarado and Alice; and, most 
recently, a new tenant at the Marble Offices on 
Cardenas passed out a flyer announcing a ÒpartyÓ with 
amplified music and DJs that would disrupt residentsÕ 
sleep.
     In all these instances, and others as well, the FHNA 
usually has turned to City Zoning Code Enforcement, 
APD SE Command, and other City departments, to 
halt uses which violate zoning or other ordinances and 
laws.

     We also have recourse to political pressure from 
our elected representatives, and pressure from legal 
counsel.
     The ideal solution for potential conflicts, I believe, 
is good communication which makes the residential 
neighbors, the commercial businesses, and the office 
users begin to see themselves as integral parts of a real 
community. This takes time and energy, and the 
willingness of all parties.
     The planning effort we are starting for San Pedro 
and our most dangerous intersections (cf. p. 5) will 
attempt to bring all our differently zoned members of 
Fair Heights together in a mutually beneficial 
consensus. In that sense, it is a kind of a model for 
good communication, and can have positive 
repercussions beyond the specific effort. 

The City zoning map for the Fair Heights Neighborhood Association show a 
challenging mix of different types, with commercial, office and residential.



FHNA Volunteer Award Given to Susan 
De Rosa, Fund Raising Chair
by Ike Eastvold, FHNA President

     During the past seventeen years, the FHNA has 
kept its dues steady at $5 per year for residents, and 
$15 for businesses. This is largely because of income 
from ads in our excellent FHNA newsletter gathered 
by volunteers like Susan De Rosa. 
     Because our FHNA Bylaws mandate term limits 
of two consecutive two-year terms, Susan will go off 
the Board next March. During her four years of 
service as Fund Raising Chair, our Treasurer, George 
Chavez, estimates she has been responsible each 
year for about $1000 in ads, a total of over $4000.
     Susan has reached out to our FHNA businesses 
and written her ÒSusanÕs Biz BuzzÓ column on a 
different one for each newsletter.
     She also has been a regular help at our mailing 
parties where we put together first class mailings or 
newsletters. And at our general meetings, she often 
signs in folks, and takes new members.
     ÒI thought being on the Board would take too 
much time, Ò she remembers. ÒBut it didnÕt. I really 
enjoyed meeting the business people, getting their 
ads, and writing about them. It was fun for me. IÕm a 
people person,Ó she said. ÒMy four years on the 
Board has given me new knowledge and skills to 
understand what it takes to keep our neighborhood in 
such fine shape. Ó
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UNM Hospitals: History & Services
by Misty Salza, UNM Hospital Community 
Relations

     Founded in 1954 as the Bernalillo 
County Indian Hospital, UNM Hospital has increased 
its function and services to become today the stateÕs 
only Level 1 care center treating New MexicoÕs most 
serious illness and injury.
     UNM Hospital offers the stateÕs highest level of 
intensive care for children and premature infants, 
housing the stateÕs only dedicated pediatric 
emergency room, the only pediatric infusion center, 
and 13 pediatric subspecialties. 
     Also, in 1994, the UNM Health Sciences Center 
(HSC) was established on UNMÕs north campus as 
the largest academic health complex in the state, 
combining four mission areas--education, research, 
patient care and partnership--to provide New 
Mexicans with the highest level of health care.
     *Ms. Salaz will answer your questions during the 
first part of our general meeting October 23rd.

Hours:
 Mon.-Sat. 7am to 8pm,

Breakfast 7-10:30am
Lunch 11-4,
Dinner 4-8

1400 San Pedro NE
Please call 255-4740 for takeout
Kids eat free with paying adults: 

Mon. -Tues. 4-8pm



Low Carbon Diet House Parties:
a fun way to save energy, money, 
and our planet
by Shrayas Jatkar, Sierra Club organizer

     The Low Carbon Diet (LCD) helps you put in place 
a wide range of simple energy-saving measures in your 
home and your lifestyle. You can learn to reduce your 
Ôcarbon footprint,Õ a measure of carbon dioxide 
emissions generated from your use of energy from 
coal, oil, and other fossil fuels.
     ItÕs easy and fun to participate. Households organize 
parties inviting friends, family, and neighbors. Getting 
together helps motivate and support each other in best 
practices such as hanging clothes to dry and buying 
locally-produced food.
     The NM Sierra Club will give a free copy of the 
Low Carbon Diet Guidebook to everybody who 
participates in LCD house parties. You will also get a 
brochure explaining how to take advantage of free 
rebate programs, tax credits, and web resources which 
reduce the costs of energy-saving measures.
     To participate in the LCD program or volunteer with 
the local ABQ Cool Cities campaign, contact local 
organizer Shrayas Jatkar at (505) 243-7767; or by 
email at shrayas.jatkar@sierraclub.org.
     *Shrayas and PNM gave our June 2008 program on 
energy conservation, giving away compact florescent 
light bulbs for old incandescent bulbs.

A New Season, a New Pet?
by Katrina Overcash, Civic Betterment Chair

     Fair Heights is a very dog-
friendly neighborhood. Walking our 
dogs on a leash, we meet our 
neighbors, get good exercise, and are 
able to keep an eye out for any 
security problems.   
     Having recently lost one of my 
dogs, I plunged in and adopted 

another puppy. I named him Bruce Wayne so I could 
call him ÔBatman.Ó
     Having a new puppy is a wonderful and terrifying 
experience all at the same time, but I wouldnÕt give it 
up for anything. A pet may fill many voids in our lives.  
Pets give us companionship and unconditional love, 
and you canÕt buy that in a catalogue.
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     So many cats and dogs have no home and live 
terrified and abused lives. We hear that New 
Mexico is full of dogs and cats without homes, 
and the shelters are over full. 
     So take the plunge. Visit the two City shelters 
or the Animal Humane Society shelter. Bring 
home a friend for life. You will never regret it.

Join Us to Plan for 
Upgrading San 
Pedro and Our Most 
Dangerous 
Intersections
by Mike Fikani, FHNA 
Planning & Zoning 
Chair

     The FHNA is 
taking the first steps to 
begin a planning effort 

for upgrading the San Pedro street scape between 
Constitution and Lomas. We hope to involve 
businesses and residents in choosing a design that 
will make San Pedro a great street. And we also 
want everyoneÕs input to come up with new 
designs for the two most dangerous, unattractive 
intersections in our area, San Mateo at Lomas and 
San Pedro at Constitution.
     We have contacted the UNM School of 
Architecture and Planning, and are meeting with 
Assistant Professor Timothy Timeokparia of their 
Community and Regional Planning Program. 
There are some excellent opportunities for 
collaboration with UNM on a planning effort like 
this.
     Bernalillo County also has a new 
Neighborhood Outreach Grant Program which we 
are exploring in order to tap into some funds. We 
have met with their Neighborhood Coordinator, 
Bernadette Miera, and she has encouraged us to 
collaborate with UNM. The grant would be 
submitted probably in April 2011, and the actual 
collaborative work with UNM done during the 
eight week summer semester that year.
     This is the time for you to become a part of 
our exciting effort as it gets off the ground. I 
invite you to join my Planning and Zoning 
Committee and become involved. Please call the 
FHNA #: (505) 255-7679, or talk to me at the 
upcoming October 23rd general meeting. LetÕs 
make a difference!

mailto:shrayas.jatkar@sierraclub.org
mailto:shrayas.jatkar@sierraclub.org


Fair Heights Neighborhood Association Membership Form
Name: _____________________________ Address: __________________________________
City/Zip: _____________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________ Work/Cell: _____________  email: ______________________

 Resident Membership is $5.00   Business Membership is $15.00
 Make check payable to FHNA. Mail to P.O. Box 81652, Albuquerque, NM 87198-1652. 

1. What are your neighborhood concerns? ____________________________________________________

          ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.       Would you serve as a Street Captain and distribute neighborhood information?      Yes            No

3.       Please check the committee(s)which interest you.      Social         Zoning & Planning 
              Public Education        Civic Betterment
              Fundraising 

FHNA OFFICERS & VOLUNTEERS

FHNA Board of Directors
President:  Ike Eastvold  255-7679
Vice-President: Vacant
Secretary:  Joan Davis
Treasurer:  George Chavez
Civic Betterment: Katrina Overcash
Public Education:  Vacant
Fundraising:  Susan DeRosa
Zoning & Planning: Mike Fikani
Social Committee: Vacant
Newsletter Designer: Sharon Eastvold
Web Master:  Colleen Shaffrey;
   www.fairheights.org

Street Captains
Wendy & Tim Ashby...............Distribution Coordinators 
    Newsletters & Signs
Katrina Overcash.................... San Pedro
Tom Shellenbach.................... Cagua
Anne Mae Gold...................... Cardenas
Jerry Camugila....................... Valencia
Linda Marchiando.................. El Encanto & 
     Constitution
Celinda & Russ Hall ............. Mountain
Sylvia MacGregor................... Marble
Elvie Lopez&Patrick Scott..... Alvarado
Katie Harms.............................Alice
Kenneth Miller.........................Rosemont, Summer
      & Madeira
George Chavez.........................Lomas
Toppin Hodge .......................... Marble Offices
Caroline Monie........................ Granite

FHNA, P.O. Box 81652, Albuquerque, NM 87198-1652
To volunteer, please call 255-7679
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPECIAL!

COLOR COPIES - 30 cents

B/W BUSINESS CARDS
500 for $21.95

260-4545
5400 Lomas NE
Just east of San Mateo
Albuquerque, NM 87110
printstop@qwest.net
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

http://www.fairheights.org
http://www.fairheights.org
mailto:printstop@qwest.net
mailto:printstop@qwest.net

